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On the weekend of November 21-22, 2015, our parish conducted a Parish life survey. In the 
development of our parish Mission and Vision statement, under the guidance of the St. 
Kilian steering committee, we sought additional data on the strengths and weaknesses of 
our proclamation of the gospel as the Catholic faith community in Farmingdale. 1356 
survey responses, completed during parish masses or sent in to the rectory, were delivered 
to the Center for Applied Research (CARA) in Washington, DC for tabulation and 
evaluation. What would the results tell us about parish life? 

We will be publishing an Executive Summary of the findings in next week’s bulletin. The 
entire document (92 pages) will soon be available in PDF format on our parish website, 
www.stkilian.com. From the results, the Pastoral Council will begin developing an Action 
Plan using the five major themes of our St. Kilian Vision Statement developed by the 
Steering Committee. The Mission Statement that was composed states: “The Catholic 
family of St. Kilian parish seeks to be a vibrant, welcoming community of faith, guided by the 
Holy Spirit, nourished by God’s word and the Eucharist, and committed to witnessing God in 
and through our neighbors.” 

The Key Themes of the Vision Statement are: 

 I. Hospitality - St. Kilian parish strives to be a welcoming, dynamic faith community. 
II. The Eucharist and Liturgy : We seek to nourish the faith life of the parish by 
celebrating meaningful liturgies, and offering opportunities for a wide range of prayerful 
experiences. 
III. Lifelong Faith Formation: We are dedicated to inspiring the young and the old through 
lifelong education, and formation of minds and hearts. 
IV. Stewardship: in all aspects of our faith we share our time, talent, and treasure through 
stewardship. 
V. Parish Social Ministry: We bring our faith to life by serving others through 
compassionate personal outreach, and commitment to social justice. 

Please take time to study and pray over the parish life report from CARA. The researchers 
there tell us that the results from the surveys collected at mass or sent in were 
overwhelmingly positive. St. Kilian parishioners love their parish. Respondents also quite 
clearly expressed some needs that they perceived. 

The report includes the demographic characteristics of respondents, the religious 
characteristics of respondents, and their assessment of parish life and parish needs. In 
addition, the report frequently offers comparisons between our parish and other parishes 
nationally. This information will be extremely useful in helping us celebrate what the Holy 
Spirit is accomplishing in our midst, and discerning what God is asking of us going 
forward as a parish into the future. 

http://www.stkilian.com/


A researcher from The Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate (CARA), Mary Ellen 
Fise, will be coming to St. Kilian’s on the weekend of April 2-3. On Saturday, April 2, she 
will offer a PowerPoint presentation and Q&A for clergy and invited lay leadership. On 
Sunday, April 3, following the 12:30 PM mass, she will show the same PowerPoint 
presentation along with Q&A for any interested parishioners. The location for these 
meetings will likely be in a church meeting room downstairs. 

May the good Lord continue to bless us abundantly in our efforts to respond to God’s love 
in liturgy, faith formation, stewardship, hospitality and parish social ministry. 

The executive summary will be published in next week’s bulletin 

Peace, Father Bruce 

 


